S. BRADLEY TRAVERSEPRIVATE 

EXPERIENCE

Government Relations Director, BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee (Washington, DC)
2006-Present

Serve as lead contact and lobbyist with federal regulatory agencies and congressional offices. Research, analyze and influence regulatory and legislative proposals and changes in federal programs. Develop and manage grass roots operations and produce information and status updates on federal activity. Interact with external associations. Coordinate event planning and participation in Washington activities and within the state.
President, The Brad Traverse Group, LLC                                                                                   
2005 - Present

Founder and chief executive of leading web-based job listing service.  The "Brad Traverse Job List" has been cited by The Washington Post, Politico, the Public Affairs Council, Women in Government Relations, and others as a leading source for job leads "on and off" Capitol Hill:  legislative, regulatory, public policy, etc.  Jobs range from entry-level to CEO.  
Executive Director, Acute Long Term Hospital Association (Alexandria, VA)
                    
1998 - 2005

· Directed and managed eight-staff trade association representing 250 long-term acute care hospitals in 29 states.  Accomplishments include:

· Lobbied for major regulatory and legislative changes resulting in development of a Medicare payment system far superior to original proposals.  

· Orchestrated a swift response to an unexpected proposed Medicare rule: in a 90-day period, phone calls and letters from more than 100 Members of Congress resulted in significant modifications to final rule.  

· Secured legislative language preempting long-term care hospitals from “specialty hospital” prohibitions.

· Secured payment management changes from a major insurer.

· Coordinated state-level legislative and regulatory campaigns.

· Developed and implemented recruitment efforts that resulted in a doubling of membership and tripling of the association’s revenue base.

· Successfully implemented public relations strategies and tactics promoting the association, its programs and its image.

· Developed and managed conferences, including the industry’s first and only national, industry-wide trade show. 

· Established and conducted the first-ever clinical conference for the entire industry.

· Founded and was Executive Editor of the industry’s first trade journal and of its first weekly newsletter summarizing federal and state legislative and regulatory activity.  

· Created and managed the association’s political action committee.

· Created and led several clinical and industry committees.

Vice President, Federal Relations, U.S. Strategies Corp. (Alexandria, VA)

     
1997 - 2005  


Directed federal and state healthcare lobbying, research, analysis and business consulting activities.  Managed client development activities.  Industries represented included hospitals, post-acute care providers, drug manufacturers, PBMs, managed care, community health centers, oncologists and investors.  Client base included the Acute Long Term Hospital Association (see above); HealthSouth Corp.; Integrated Health Services; Magellan Health Services; The National Association of Community Health Centers; Caremark Rx; IVAX Corp.; The Community Oncology Alliance; Home Access Health Corp.; USA Managed Care Organization; JP Morgan Chase & Co; Citibank-Smith Barney; UBS Investment Bank; and the government of Puerto Rico.  Accomplishments included:  

· Secured favorable modifications to the inpatient rehab facility prospective payment system. 

· Secured favorable modifications to legislative language included in BBA of 1997 and all subsequent modifications of that bill, as well as several appropriations bills. 

· Secured passage of legislative language favorable to (and specific to) community health centers. 

· Stopped legislation destined for House passage that would have decimated the consumer products ‘parallel market’ industry.

· Assisted in the creation of a newly formed coalition of community oncologists.

· Established, drafted and delivered health policy newsletters which became key components of client work products.

· Successfully marketed health policy research and analysis services, resulting in the signing of six major Wall Street analysts. 

Manager, Government Relations, Lockridge Grindal Nauen   (Washington, D.C.)

1995 - 1997

       
Lobbied on behalf of top legal publishing house on copyright, patent and trademark law.  Represented Minnesota counties before Congress, aiding in the delivery of several appropriations projects and modifications to environmental and healthcare legislation.  Manager of the firm’s Political Action Committee. 
Government Affairs Manager, Deere & Company (Washington, D.C.)



1991 - 1995


Lobbied for major environmental amendments that improved soil conservation and clean water resources.  Represented the John Deere credit division to support amendments to bankruptcy legislation and to the Fair Credit Reporting Act.  Helped sustain brand equity by fending off legislative threats to the company’s green and yellow paint signatures.  Represented Deere in coalition efforts to successfully fend off harmful Congressional and Presidential policy proposals related to healthcare, insurance reform, trade, labor, energy, environment, banking and others.  Conducted PAC research and made recommendations to PAC Board.  Assisted with international business development and corporate executive briefings.

Legislative Assistant, U.S. Senator Nancy Landon Kassebaum (Washington, D.C.)

1987 - 1991


Issues of responsibility included healthcare, labor, education, appropriations, judiciary, and Indian and veterans’ affairs.  Also responsible for all housing issues related to the Senator’s membership on the Senate Banking Committee.  Counseled Senator on those issues, tracked and drafted relevant legislation, composed memoranda and floor statements, responded to constituent inquiries. Helped pass amendments to major housing reform legislation.  Shepherded appropriations projects for Kansas constituents.   

Legislative Aide, U.S. Senator Barry Goldwater (Washington, D.C.)



1985 - 1987


Handled health, education, human services and labor, as well as commerce and transportation issues related to the Senator’s membership on the Senate Commerce Committee.  Secured passage of legislation to exempt rental trucks (e.g., U-Haul) from national commercial weight requirements.  Spearheaded National Day of Excellence legislation to commemorate the 1986 Challenger shuttle tragedy.  


English Teacher, Peoria High School (Peoria, AZ)





1984 – 1986

PUBLICATIONS


Health Policy Resources Weekly.  Founding and Executive Editor.  A highly respected weekly newsletter reporting and analyzing significant legislative and regulatory healthcare news at the federal and state level.    

Health Policy Resources Daily.  Founding and Executive Editor.  A daily report of timely and relevant legislative and regulatory healthcare news.

ALTHA Insights.  Founding and Executive Editor.  Clinical journal published annually and dedicated to the latest research in treating long-term acute hospital patients.

Job Listings from Brad Traverse.  Founding and Executive Editor.  Comprehensive, weekly listing of jobs leads both on and off Capitol Hill.  Widely distributed (by request) to, and highly regarded by, most House and Senate offices.  

“Immigration.”  Issues Facing the Senate ’88.  NRSC briefing book for U.S. Senate candidates.

ACTIVITIES

YP4W (Young Professionals for “W”) – Fundraising group for the 2004 Bush-Cheney campaign.  Founding member.  

Capitol Watch -- National grassroots and lobbying organization. Member, Board of Directors, 1999-2002.

NSOvation -- Young patrons of the National Symphony Orchestra. Board Member, Executive Council, 1996-1999.

Jefferson Club -- Political society.  Founding member, past president, 1986-present.

Teenage Republicans, Peoria High School, Arizona.  Founder, 1986.

EDUCATION

University of Arizona. B.A. English Education. 1983.  Dean's List, NEA Scholar.

CRS Legislative Institute, Library of Congress. Graduate. 
